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Psychologisch-ethische Untersuchungen zur Werth-theorie. Von Alexius 
Meinong. Graz, Leuschner & Lubensky, K. K. Universitatsbuchhand- 
lung, 1894.— pp. v, 232. 

The subject of Value has received considerable attention from writers on 
economics, while comparatively little attention, and that for the most part 
only incidental, has been given to the subject by psychologists and meta- 
physicians. Not only economics, however, but also ethics, aesthetics, 
pedagogics, and in fact all normative sciences, have to do with questions 
of Value. Since it is a common factor in all these subjects, there is mani- 
festly need of a general philosophical determination of the nature of Value 
as such. One of the most ambitious of several recent attempts to satisfy 
this need is the work of Meinong, now before us. 

The general scope of the work may be seen from the following list of 
subjects of chapters. Part I, on Value in general, consists of three chapters, 
entitled, respectively : " The Idea of Value," " On Feelings of Judgment," 
" Estimation of Value and Value-Feelings." Part II, on Moral Value, con- 
tains four chapters : " The Object of Moral Value " (the longest in the book, 
pp. 85-159), "The Subject of Moral Value," "On the Moral Ought," 
" Concerning Responsibility and Freedom." 

The feeling of value is not always caused by the object of value. 
" Where the value-object does not cause the value-feeling, then a judgment 
concerning the existence of the value-object is the cause of the value-feeling. 
It is the judgment in this case which establishes the connection between 
the value-feeling and the value-object" (p. 21). The central point in 
Meinong's theory is the connection which he discovers between value and 
judgment. All feelings must have some presentational content ; some 
involve also a judgment. It is among this last class, the judgment-feelings, 
that the value-feelings are found. By a ' judgment ' the author means an 
existential judgment. It will be readily admitted that a thing must exist, 
be thought to exist, or be thought to have existence in the future, in order 
to have value. But how existence can serve as a mark by which to distin- 
guish value from any other attribute of things, is not explained. A free 
use of pseudo-mathematical symbols adds picturesqueness to the discussion, 

e.g., JV(gv) = J37- (p. 136). The final impression left on my mind, 

after a somewhat careful perusal of the book, is that of a series of elaborate 
discriminations, subtle analyses, and mere platitudes. p, c. French. 

La M'etaphysique de Herbart et la Critique de Kant. Par Marcel 
Mauxion, pfofesseur de philosophie au lycee de Pau. Paris, Hachette 
et Cie., 1894. — pp. ix, 339. 

Ever since 1871 the French nation has been reflecting on the terrible beat- 
ing it received at the hands of the Germans, and trying to understand the 
sources of the superiority which the latter then so painfully impressed on 
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them. So we have witnessed in France a series of determined and long- 
sustained efforts of the hommes sdrieux of the nation to learn from their 
foes the secret of their success. Nor has the study of German methods been 
confined to matters of military organization ; it has been extended to ques- 
tions of education and science, until now in some departments the French 
have excelled their teachers by winning German thoroughness without sacri- 
ficing their own peculiar lucidity and sense of form. Among the matters in 
which the Germans claimed to excel their rivals was philosophy, and so 
academic France set to work to study German philosophy, not with the 
light-hearted eclecticism of the time of Cousin, desirous only of hearing and 
relating some new thing, but seriously, and with a determination thoroughly 
to understand the German systems. Hence there have appeared in recent 
years a number of studies of German philosophers, and among them 
M. Mauxion's study of Herbart will assuredly take a high place. It is 
essentially a piece of historical exposition, put together with such care and 
skill that it may safely be trusted as an interpretation of Herbart's doctrine, 
and is admirably adapted to give a survey of the whole field of his thought. 
So strictly, indeed, does M. Mauxion construe his functions in the first part, 
that the reader is often inclined to ask for a few words of comment, if only 
to facilitate comparison with the work- of other thinkers ; but M. Mauxion's 
self-denial rises superior to every temptation, to the extent even of passing 
lightly over difficult points where a fuller treatment would almost inevita- 
bly have involved a critical discussion. It is only in the second part of the 
book (pp. 215-339), which is called a comparison of Herbart and Kant, 
that M. Mauxion allows himself a freer hand. But even here his chief care 
is to adjust the claims of the various Diadochi to the succession of Kant, 
and to determine in what sense Herbart was entitled to call himself a 
Kantian ; and within his limits he succeeds admirably. His conclusion is 
that Herbart has developed the realistic side of Kant, just as Fichte and 
the rest developed the idealistic, but that he reached his realism idealisti- 
cally via Fichte. With regard to the comparative merits of Kant and 
Herbart, he makes the suggestion that there is more truth but less greatness 
in the work of the latter, and with this closes a volume which will be not 
only found helpful by the reader in virtue of its contents, but also very 
satisfactory in the matter of paper and type. F C S S 

Grundriss der Psychologic Von Wilhelm Wundt. Leipzig, Wil- 
helm Engelmann, 1896. — pp. xvi, 392. 

Professor Wundt has undertaken in this work to supply to his students a 
short handbook, and also to give to the public interested in the subject a 
systematic summary of the most important methods and results of modern 
psychology. The author points out that in the Grundsttge der physiolo- 
gischen Psychologie he was concerned mainly with the relations of psy- 
chological processes to physiological facts, and to show the light which the 



